
Complaint 
Filed / 

Reviewed

Complaint 
Advance

 Complaint filed with County Administrator’s Office.
 County Administrator reviews complaint with Commission 

Chair.
 Commission Chair has ability to dismiss complaint.  
 Complaint needs to set forth facts that are sufficient to 

legally state a claim under the Code.

Complaint 
Dismissal

Sufficiency of 
Complaint 

Examination

Complaint 
Sufficient

Complaint 
Insufficient

State’s 
Attorney’s 

Office

Pre-Hearing 
Conference 

Prohibited Political Act.
Gift Ban

 Consent agreement may be entered after filing of 
the complaint.

 Each party has right to counsel.
 Hearing Order of Proceedings:

Opening Statements
Each side presents case
Evidence presentation / witness calling
Closing arguments

Discovery / 
Exchange of 
Information

Hearing Findings & 
Decision

 At conclusion of hearing, Commission may convene 
in closed session to deliberate.

 Decision is rendered within 30 days of conclusion.
 Judicial Review may be had if filed within 35 days.
 Fines and penalties are considered a matter of 

ordinance.

 No additional evidence or testimony outside of 
the complaint is presented.
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